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Dear Readers: 

Welcome to another issue of The Apache, the award-winning magazine 
of Tyler Junior College. 

Once again. The Apache brings you information about alumni and 
friends and what’s happening on campus. It also features examples of 
how the College is delivering on its three promises: a quality education; a 
vibrant student life; and community service. 

In this issue of The Apache, you will find: a feature on how our automo¬ 
tive technology program turned out to be the perfect fit for a student who 
was a little unsure at first; a preview of the new 462-bed residence hall 
and how its addition will help the College connect students to activities 
that ultimately improve their studies; and an article about how TJC’s Tyler 
Area Business Incubator and Small Business Development Center helped 
one small business find a level of success that brought national acclaim. 

This issue also includes Class Notes from TJC alumni. 

As always, we welcome your comments, suggestions and story ideas, 
so that we may better help you connect with alumni, family and friends of 
Tyler Junior College. 


- The Editors 
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I n the Fall 2006 Apache , as we began 
the celebration of our College’s 80th 
anniversary, I dedicated the President’s 
message section of this magazine to recall¬ 
ing some of the great leaders who not only 
made our institution possible but who set a 
standard of excellence for its future. 

As I stated in that article, it is never 
easy to begin such a list of individuals as 
there is always the risk of leaving impor¬ 
tant contributors out or simply not having 
enough space to appropriately recognize 
them. Nevertheless, I felt it worthwhile 
to honor these former Apaches in print 
because in my 13-plus years as president, I 
cannot tell you how many times the same 
names kept coming up in conversations 
with former students and area leaders. 

So, I present to you six more TJC greats: 
people who made their mark in the class¬ 
room, with TJC student organizations or 
just rallying support for the institution. 

As I said in the Fall, I believe our suc¬ 
cess today is made possible because of the 
leadership and passion our founding ad¬ 
ministrators, teachers and board members 
brought to TJC from the very beginning. 
They set the bar high, and for that we are 
grateful. 

Dr. Blanche Prejean 

One of the names that is oft-mentioned 
among former students, including Dallas 
Morning News colum¬ 
nist Steve Blow, is that 
of Dr. Blanche Prejean. 
Dr. Prejean 

joined TJC in 1951 and 
built our journalism de¬ 
partment into one of the 
finest at any junior college. The student 
newspaper won many honors and awards 
under her tutelage and her students learned 
a work ethic that carried with them in their 
continued studies and careers. 

Her writing students later came to real¬ 
ize that they couldn’t have been better 
prepared had they begun their pursuit of 


“They set the bar 
high, and for that we 
are grateful.” 

journalism anywhere else in the world. 

Says Steve Blow, “Dr. Prejean taught 
with a rigor and a passion that made her 
simply incredible as an educator. She 
expected her students to write well, to be 
accurate and to meet deadlines — and we 
dared not disappoint her. Perhaps because 
she was so demanding, her classes were 
small. No one padded a class sched¬ 
ule with one of Dr. Prejean’s classes! 

And because the classes were small, we 
got enormous individual attention. She 
focused on each of her students with an 
intensity that simply gave you no option 
but to steadily improve. Dr. Prejean did 
not tolerate slackers.” 

Lawrence Birdsong 

Lawrence Birdsong had a passion for 
proper address and the oral expression 
of argument and creative thought. His 

students and colleagues 
have recalled him as a 
perfectionist whose ex¬ 
pectations of students 
and fellow faculty 
members alike could 
be both maddening and 
motivating. Ultimately, Birdsong’s affect 
on his students and those around him was 
that he made those he touched better and 
helped them find tools to communicate 
more effectively, more persuasively and 
with greater results. 

His attention to dialect and oral em¬ 
phasis aided not only his speech class 
students, but aspiring stage performers, as 
well. 

One former student said of his beloved 
speech teacher, “He made you think 
before you spoke.” Another graduate de¬ 
scribed him as a man who “would take 


a whole period to work with one student 
whom he felt needed help and was willing 
to work.” 

Birdsong taught speech and drama at 
TJC from 1957 until his retirement in 
1981. Like so many great leaders and 
teachers, his influence is relived each day 
through the work of his former pupils. 

Mildred Stringer 

Probably no other employee of our col¬ 
lege has had a career as unique as that of 
Mildred Stringer. 

In 1946, Mrs. Stringer was asked by 
TJC President Dr. Harry Jenkins to form a 
girls’ drill team at TJC. That inquiry began 
a legacy that is now 60 
years old. 

Of course, that 
drill team eventually 
became widely known 
as the Apache Belles. 
With Alfred Gilliam 
assisting with choreography, Mrs. String¬ 
er’s Belles soon became regulars at civic 
events and their performances at football 
half-times drew national attention that 
soon resulted in offers to travel the U.S. 
and beyond. 

What was more important, then and 
now, is that Mrs. Stringer instilled in her 
Belles not only the importance of team¬ 
work, but the expectation of good academ¬ 
ic performance, poise and etiquette. The 
Belles became known as much for their 
cheerful disposition and good manners as 
they were for their precision dance rou¬ 
tines. The traits she established - dedica¬ 
tion, hard work, the importance of being a 
good teammate, polish, academic integrity 
and the respect of others - made being a 
Belle like being a part of an elite sorority. 
The Belles have retained that tradition, 
thanks to the work of the directors and 
choreographers who followed Mildred, but 
she certainly set the mark for an exem¬ 
plary organization. 

(continued on Page 32) 





3 



















I 

COLLEGE BEGINS SEARCH 
FOR NEW PRESIDENT 

Tyler Junior College officially began a 
search for a new president in March when 
the Board of Trustees selected Gold Hill 
Associates of Asheville, N.C., an execu¬ 
tive search firm, to find the successor to 
Dr. William R. Crowe, who has announced 
retirement plans. 

Dr. Crowe, who has served TJC as 
resident since September 1994, expressed 
gratitude to the board and to College of¬ 
ficials in announcing his intention to retire 
at the end of December 2007. 

“I believe the time is right for a leader¬ 
ship transition,” he stated in a letter sub¬ 
mitted to Board President David Hudson 
in July 2006. 

“Tyler Junior College has never been in 
better condition. The total environment is 
perfect for the recruitment of a top level 
candidate to assume the presidency. With 
the new administrative team on board I 
believe the new president will be able to 
take the institution to new levels of excel¬ 
lence. ... 

“Tyler Junior College is a very special 
place. Emotionally, I would never leave. 
However, intellectually it seems to me 
to be the right time for both me and the 
institution for change.” 

Dr. Crowe was named president in 
March of 1995 after serving seven months 
as interim president. He previously held 
positions of: vice president, instruction 
and student services, May-August 1994; 
associate vice president, instruction, May 
1993-April 1994; dean, business and 
industrial technology, August 1992-June 
1993; dean, humanities and social sci¬ 
ences, August 1989-August 1992; dean, 
students, August 1985-August 1989; and 
4 



director, campus 
safety, 1984-1985. 

TJC Board Presi¬ 
dent David Hudson 
said the board ac¬ 
cepted Dr. Crowe’s 
resignation “reluc¬ 
tantly.” 

“All of us on the 
board and who have 
served with Bill have enjoyed a great 
working relationship and trusted his lead¬ 
ership,” he said. 

“We are grateful for his willingness to 
stay on until we do find a new president 
and that may be in the fall or it may be in 
the spring of’08. 

“Whenever that is, we’re grateful to 
him for his desire to help in this transition 
process.” 

The board’s timeline calls for the 
selection of a new president as early as 
late summer, but Hudson described the 
timeline as “aspirational.” 

He said a citizens group will assist the 
College in a review of finalists and make 
recommendations to the board. 

ANOTHER TJC STUDENT 
RECEIVES GUISTWHITE AWARD 

Tyler Junior College sophomore Nathan 
Chaney has recently received two national 
academic awards. 

He was chosen as one of the nation’s 20 
Guistwhite Scholars this year by an inde¬ 
pendent panel of judges, the national Phi 
Theta Kappa office announced recently. 

Recipients receive scholarships of 
$5,000 to fund baccalaureate studies. 

Chaney is the seventh TJC student to be 
named a Guistwhite Scholar, more than 
any other college nationwide. Previous 
recipients were: Christopher Lee (2006); 



Dr. William R. Crowe 



Jennifer Brooks (2005); Meredith Mc¬ 
Williams (2002); Elizabeth Shoemaker 
(2001); Jimmy Epperson (1999); and 
Patrick J. Barnes (1997). 

Guistwhite Scholars are selected on the 
basis of academic excellence and partici¬ 
pation in Phi Theta Kappa programs. The 
program honors Dr. Jack Guistwhite and 
his wife, Margaret. In 1992, Dr. Guist¬ 
white established the first senior institution 
transfer scholarship exclusively for Phi 
Theta Kappa members. 

Chaney is also one 
of 60 college students 
internationally to be 
named to the USA 
Today's All-USA 
Community College 
Academic teams 
for 2007. Chaney 
Nathan Chaney was named one of 
20 members of the Third Team. He was 
a First Team selection to the All-Texas 
Academic Team. 

A resident of Ben Wheeler, Chaney is a 
business administration major. 

Chaney was also awarded the Phi Theta 
Kappa Leader of Promise Scholarship, the 
Texas STAR Scholarship and a Coca-Cola 
Two-Year Colleges Scholarship. 

At TJC, he was a Presidential Scholar 
and president of TJC’s Alpha Omicron 
chapter of Phi Theta Kappa. He was 
also a charter member of the Psi Gamma 
chapter of the Sigma Kappa Delta English 
National Honor Society. 

His community service included work 
with the American Cancer Society, the Lit¬ 
eracy Council of Tyler, Keep Tyler Beauti¬ 
ful, and the community hurricane relief 
efforts through TJC and the Samaritan’s 
Purse Disaster Relief Team. 




















Campus 


FIGUEROA NAMED DEAN 
OF UNIVERSITY STUDIES 

Dr. Fernando Figueroa will begin duties 
as dean of university studies in June, suc¬ 
ceeding Richard Minter, who is retiring. 

Dr. Figueroa said he is impressed by 
“the environment, the people and the cam¬ 
pus” at TJC. “1 didn’t 
get a chance to meet 
many of the students 
and I look forward to 
that, but the collegial 
environment, his¬ 
tory, cohesiveness and 
stability were impres¬ 
sive. I met people who 
have been there five, 10, 15, 25 years. That 
speaks a lot for an environment that pro¬ 
motes and cultivates its people,” he said. 

Dr. Figueroa previously served as dean 
of arts and letters at Morton College, 
Cicero, Ill. 

He has served as assistant professor, di¬ 
vision of liberal arts, River Parishes Com¬ 
munity College, Fall 2004-Summer 2005; 
assistant professor, division of liberal 
arts, Baton Rouge Community College, 

Fall 1998-Spring 2004; liberal arts degree 
custodian and co-custodian, BRCC, Fall 
1998-Spring 2003; English faculty coordi¬ 
nator, BRCC, Fall 1999-Spring 2001; and 
adjunct instructor, English department, 
Louisiana State University, Fall 2001- 
Spring 2005. 

TJC President Dr. William R. Crowe 
expressed his thanks to Richard Minter, 
who retired as dean of university stud¬ 
ies this spring. Minter served in various 
academic and administrative roles during 
his 38 years at TJC. 

“Richard has been a tremendous leader 
and someone this college has relied upon 


to serve in varied capacities,” Dr. Crowe 
said. “Whatever task he has been assigned, 
he has approached his work with a sense 
of professionalism and dedication. He’s 
earned the respect and support of faculty 
and staff alike. We are indebted to him for 
his extended service as dean of university 
studies and wish him the very best for the 
future.” 

Dr. Figueroa looks forward to joining 
the Tyler Junior College family and begin¬ 
ning his duties as dean. 

“At Tyler, I felt a sense of sincerity. 

My favorite part of the whole interview 
process was meeting with faculty. ... 

They were challenging, professional, yet 
friendly. I knew these were people I’d love 
to work with, individuals who welcome 
a challenge and do so with a professional 
and collegial attitude and a sense of bring¬ 
ing together rather than tearing apart.” 

COLLEGE PURCHASES TWO 
ADJACENT BUILDINGS 

Two recently purchased buildings 
adjacent to the Main campus will soon 
house TJC offices, including housing and 
residential life. 



Former Tri-C Center on South Baxter 


What used to serve as the Church of 
Christ Christian Center, at 1415 South 
Baxter, will serve as the Housing and 
Residential Life building. 

The 4,000-square-foot facility under¬ 
went approximately $45,000 worth of 
renovation to accommodate its new pur¬ 


pose. The structure was purchased from 
Glenwood Church of Christ in March of 
2006. 

Housing and residential life offices 
previously 
occupied part 
of the Purchas¬ 
ing and Central 
Services Build¬ 
ing next-door, 
at 1327 S. 

Baxter 

The move to 
the new facility 

will free space 

in the Pur- Former Grace building 

chasing building to begin issuing student 
identification cards and parking permits. 

“The new building gives our housing 
and residential life office the opportunity 
to expand to better serve our students,” 
said Dr. Austin Lane, vice president of 
student affairs. “Plus, using the previously 
used area to issue parking permits and 
ID cards brings those functions in closer 
proximity to where other administrative 
functions take place.” 

Currently, students get ID cards in 
Pirtle Technology and parking permits at 
the Campus Safety office. 

What served most recently as the 
Women of Grace Center, 1305 S. Baxter, 
was purchased in March of this year from 
Grace Community Church. 

Plans are for a portion of the three-story, 
6,500-square-foot building to eventually 
hold alumni offices and an event room. 

Other available space will provide stor¬ 
age and other uses yet to be determined. 

Necessary work to accommodate TJC 
use of the Grace building is expected to 
begin this fall. 
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I Apaches 


World Class 



The Apaches celebrate their first baseball national championship May 25. 


BASEBALL APACHES WIN 
NJCAA WORLD SERIES 

It was a season of firsts for the Apaches 
baseball team. For the first time ever, 
the Apaches finished the regular season 
ranked No. 1 in the nation, and for the first 
time they advanced to the NJCAA Divi¬ 
sion 111 World Series. 

The Apaches were fortunate to have 
home-field advantage as this year the city 
of Tyler hosted the NJCAA Division III 
World Series at Mike Carter Field. 

TJC cruised through its first three games 
before losing to nationally ranked Joliet 
Junior College (IL), 9-3. The loss set up a 
one-game, winner-take-all match-up be¬ 
tween the two teams, each with one World 
Series loss. 

Perhaps to the Apaches’ advantage, 
rain prevented the teams from playing the 
decisive game the same night. The follow¬ 
ing day, the Apaches defeated the Joliet 
Wolves, 13-5, to claim TJC’s first baseball 
national championship. 

The Apaches finished the season with a 
record of 46-12. 

“We planted a vision in their minds 
about nine months ago and these guys 
lived it out,” said Head Coach Jon Groth. 
“To have it here where their families, 
friends and everyone in East Texas could 
be a part of it was just unbelievable.” 

Third baseman Brock Lemire was 
named World Series Most Valuable Player 
with a .526 average in five games. 

Coach Groth said a championship ring 
would be provided to the family of Austin 
Phillips, an Apache pitcher who died of 
bacterial meningitis in the Fall of 2005. 


PALMER NAMED NEW 
HEAD FOOTBALL COACH 

The Apache football team welcomed 
Danny Palmer as its head football coach in 
February. 

A Tyler native, Palmer served as head 
coach and athletic director at Chavez High 
School in Flouston before joining TJC as 
an assistant coach following the Fall 2006 
semester. 

Flis coaching career includes stints as 
head coach at Texarkana, Pampa, Waco 
Richfield and Bonham high schools and 
assistant coaching positions at UT-Arling- 


ton, Oklahoma State, 

Northwest Mississippi 
Community College, 

Austin Peay State Uni¬ 
versity, Texas Southern 
University and Univer¬ 
sity of Houston. 

Palmer, 57, was born 
in Tyler and graduated 
from John Tyler High School. He received 
a bachelor’s degree from University of 
Southern Mississippi in 1971. He com¬ 
pleted a master’s degree in education at 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University 
in 1987. 



DANNY PALMER 





















Foundation 

NEWS 



Harold and Rosemary Beaird, far right, pose prior to the Tyler Junior College 80th Anniversary Scholarship 
Dinner, at which the Beairds announced a gift of $100,000. With the Beairds, from left to right, are three retired 
TJC trustees and their spouses: David Lunceford and his wife Nancy; Patrick R. Thomas, M.D., and his wife, 
Mary Dale; and Sam Houston, M.D., and his wife, Edna. Former TJC trustee James Fair was not in attendance. 


BEAIRD FAMILY SCHOLARSHIPS 
HONOR FORMER TRUSTEES 

Harold Beaird, a fifth-generation Texan, 
has a heart as big as the Lone Star state 
when it comes to helping Tyler Junior 
College. He has developed a pattern of 
service and assistance to TJC—donating 
land worth $500,000 (part of the initial 
land owned by the Beairds before the 
Civil War), contributing four $25,000 
endowed scholarships and serving on the 
TJC Board of Trustees from 1992-2004. 

He recently established four more 
Legacy scholarships, named in honor of 
fellow Board of Trustees members. 

“Dr. Sam Houston, David Lunceford, 

Dr. Patrick Thomas and James Fair are 
all decent, highly qualified individuals 
who shared an enthusiasm and dedication 
to TJC that touched my heart,” he said. 
“They are all top-notch individuals who 
served because they know TJC meets 
a real need in our community. They’ve 
each been so successful and brought those 
skills and good judgment to TJC when 
they served on the Board.” 

Beaird lauded the service of the four 
men at the 80th Anniversary Scholarship 
Dinner on November 18, 2006, and an¬ 
nounced the $100,000 contribution in their 
names. 

Beaird graduated from high school at 
16 but felt he wasn’t ready for a univer¬ 
sity. Tyler Junior College not only had an 
excellent academic record, but the legend¬ 
ary Doc Witt was forming a band at the 
school—a real draw for Beaird. 

“I got a scholarship to be in the band. I 
continue to feel strong devotion, apprecia¬ 
tion and connection to TJC,” he said. 

The school was already part of the 
Beaird family, since older brother Ben had 


taken a course at TJC that enabled him to 
qualify for flight training in the Army Air 
Corps cadet program in World War II. 

The post-war years were filled with 

“They are all 
top-notch individuals 
who served because 
they know TJC 
meets a real need 
in our community." 

expectation and excitement. The TJC 
Band, Apache Belles and football team all 
began in that heady, energetic time. “The 
band wasn’t large, but we were dedicated. 
We hoped it would have a great future, 
and it has.” 

All eight of the $25,000 endowed schol¬ 
arships Beaird has established are targeted 
to help band students. 

“They are as much athletes as anyone. 
They get up at daylight, march, carry 
heavy instruments, focus on the music and 


the marching at the same time, and then 
they go to class. They’re very deserving of 
scholarships.” 

You’d think Beaird had majored in 
cheerleading—at least when it comes to 
TJC. 

“This college teaches everything from 
auto repair to physics to drama and sci¬ 
ences. Most of the students receive some 
kind of financial aid. If you come to the 
door and express that you want an educa¬ 
tion and are willing to work for it, you’re 
going to have an opportunity. And it is a 
great place to put your investment. You’ll 
enjoy the returns of seeing the success of 
the young people you’re helping.” 

Beaird puts his commitment where his 
rhetoric is; countless generations of stu¬ 
dents will be impacted by his generosity. 


To establish a 
TJC scholarship, contact 
Dr. Kim Russell or 
Mitch Andrews at 
903-510-2382. 


7 














■ Foundation 

NEWS 


DR. RITA BRYANT TURNER GIFT 
ADDS MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP 



“My daughter Katie is the absolute joy 
of my life,” said Dr. Rita Bryant. “I want 
to do something for TJC and honor her at 
the same time. I think she’s an exceptional 
person and want to do this so she could 
see it.” 

Dr. Turner, a retired professor of educa¬ 
tion at UT Tyler, has established a $50,000 
Legacy scholar¬ 
ship in Katie’s 
name. Though 
a student and 
teacher of lan¬ 
guages for over 
30 years, Katie’s 
first love is mu¬ 
sic. She played 
with the East 
Texas Sympho- Katie Br V ant 

ny, has been a soloist and chamber musi¬ 
cian in New Mexico and Colorado and 
continues to play with small ensembles. 

“Teachers developed her interest from 
the flute-a-phone in the 4th grade through 
the band at TJC. Jack Smith (former TJC 
band director) was one of her inspirations 
both at Moore Junior High and at TJC.” 

A Legacy endowment is usually 
$25,000. However, Dr. Turner wanted to 
provide significant support to an excep¬ 
tional student. 

The scholarship will give priority to a 
student studying the flute, with consider¬ 
ation to students of instrumental music. 

“Some think $2,000 a year won’t make 
a lot of di fference, but it may be the thing 
that enables them to come at all. I would 
never have gone to college if someone had 
not given me a scholarship—and the same 
might be true for someone else through 
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Katie’s scholarship.” 

In addition to the music scholarship, Dr. 
Turner also funded the Austin R Turner 
Award for Excellence in the accounting 
program, honoring her husband. 

“He went to TJC before World War II. 
Though he got a degree at an out of state 
college, he never talked about that; he 
liked to reminisce about his days at TJC.” 

With the Turner Award and Katie’s 
scholarship, there are sure to be more 
students who look back on TJC as a high 
point in their academic lives. 

SIBLINGS’ GIFT ESTABLISHES 
LASTING TRIBUTE TO MOTHER 

Service to the medical field and caring 
anchor the Van Gallera heritage like deep 
tree roots, with three Navy corpsmen and 
a Navy nurse in the immediate family. So 
when TJC nursing instructor Lois Ulsh 
and her brother—Dr. Robert Van Gallera, 
a physician at 
the University of 
Georgia—want¬ 
ed to honor their 
mother, nurse 
Mildred Marie 
Van Gallera, it 
was a foregone 
conclusion that 
their tribute 
would focus on 
the family passion. 

Their $25,000 endowed scholarship will 
carry on Mildred’s legacy of caring for 
anyone in reach. 

“My mother would give anyone the 
shirt off her back,” Lois said. “Even after 
she retired, she took people to dialysis or 
other treatments.” 

Mildred extended her compassion to 
furry friends, as well, rescuing more than 


200 pets. She took care of the vet bills, 
found good homes and checked up peri¬ 
odically to be sure they were happy. 

“I always knew I had a wonderful 
mother, but I didn’t realize how far her 
kindness went until after her death. I only 
hope that I can be so great some day,” 

Lois said. 

“Giving a 
scholarship is a 
way to have a loved 
one’s memory 
go on.” 

Robert and Lois knew it would take 
a special scholarship to reflect their 
mother’s life. Her scholarship will target 
nursing students who are single parents 
working to better the lives of their entire 
families. 

“Our mother would want to reach out 
to struggling parents, which makes this 
scholarship a bit unique,” Lois explained. 
“They are working, raising children and 
trying to get an education at the same 
time.” 

Lois and Robert dream that some of 
those who benefit will choose to spe¬ 
cialize in care for the elderly and their 
families. Mildred died of complications of 
Alzheimer’s in late 2005, and Robert and 
Lois appreciated her devoted caregivers. 

“Giving a scholarship in a loved one’s 
name is a way to have their memory and 
interests go on. We hope that the recipi¬ 
ents will remember that they were chosen, 
and they are carrying on a proud legacy. 
Someone is helping them fulfill their 
dreams; hopefully, they will do the same 
one day.” 



Mildred Marie Van Gallera 



















ELLIS ENDOWMENT FULFILLS 
GOAL OF HELPING OTHERS 

Linda Adams Ellis is a proud mother 
and enthusiastic promoter of the value of 
education. 

The endowed scholarship she named for 
her children, Amanda and Matthew Ellis, 
combines both of her life-long passions. 

“I wanted to honor my children,” she said 
simply. 

Matthew, an account executive with 
KTRE-ABC in Lufkin, noted that educa¬ 
tion has always been a priority with Linda, 
a retired teacher. “My mother always 
takes the time to stress the importance of 
education to the young people in her life, 
either students or her children—which can 
be one and the same to her. Eler Teach¬ 
ing crusade’ does not end with the sound 
of the bell.” Matthew graduated from UT 
Tyler in 1996 with a bachelor’s of applied 
arts and sciences and a minor in business 
management. 

“She truly believes in the power of 
education, in its ability to empower indi¬ 
viduals to live life on a higher plane,” said 
Amanda, a litigator for the assistant attor¬ 
ney general in Austin. Amanda graduated 
from Austin College in 1991 and went 
on to get her M.Ed. in curriculum and 
instruction from Texas Tech University in 
2001. She finished her doctor of jurispru¬ 
dence from Texas Tech University School 
of Law in 2005. 

The Ellis scholarship will give priority 
consideration to students who have partic¬ 
ipated in programs offered by Children’s 
Village Home for Children in Tyler. 

Tyler Junior College has a special place 
in Linda’s life; it was here that she taught 
her first classes in 1969. She went on to 
teach at other schools and universities but 
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Linda, Amanda and Matthew Ellis 


never lost sight of TJC. “I have wanted 
to give a scholarship to TJC for over 30 
years,” she said. “There are people who 
don’t believe even a small amount of 
money can make a difference in the life 
of a student. They haven’t bought a $100 
paperback book lately! The cost of books 
is often more than tuition and fees. 

“I’m amazed at how much even $100 
or $150 can make in a student’s life when 
he or she is struggling to attend classes, 
work, take care of a family and afford 
supplies. 

“I had a scholarship when I went to 
college; my children had scholarships. It 
makes a student feel good—somebody 
cares and pays attention to your life.” 

MAJORITY OF TJC STUDENTS 
HAVE FINANCIAL NEED 

More than half of TJC students require 
some form of financial aid. 

The Tyler Junior College Foundation 
provides more than $1.6 million in schol¬ 
arship awards annually but turns away 
hundreds of deserving applicants each 
year due to a lack of funding. 

There are many different scholarship 
opportunities. Endowed scholarships, like 
those described here, begin at $10,000 
and generate much-needed funds to cover 
student tuition and fees. 


Dean’s Scholarships support incoming 
freshmen who have exhibited excep¬ 
tional leadership qualities, were involved 
in community service and ranked high 
academically. A $15,000 contribution can 
help TJC educate the leaders of tomorrow. 

Legacy Scholarships ensure that TJC’s 
outstanding extracurricular programs 
continue to be a vital part of the student 
experience. An endowment of $25,000 
supports a student participating in A 
Cappella Choir, Apache Band and Belles, 
Cheerleading, Dance, Harmony and 
Understanding, Intercollegiate Athletics, 
Student Senate or Theatre. 

“I’m amazed 
at how much even 
$100 can make in 
a student’s life...” 

Top Ten Scholarships attract exception¬ 
al students to TJC, each of whom ranked 
as one of the “top ten” graduates of their 
high school in the College’s service area. 

A gift of $25,000 ensures talented students 
have the opportunity to excel and succeed. 

Scholarships can be named to honor 
any individual. Gifts can include cash, 
securities, bequests or other planned 
giving instruments. Please contact Mitch 
Andrews, Director of Principal Gifts, for 
opportunities at (903)510-2034 or mand@ 
tjc.edu. 



www.tjc.edu/foundation 
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GOLF TOURNAMENT RAISES 
RECORD PROCEEDS 


television program Texas Country Re¬ 
porter ., served as the keynote speaker at 
the pre-tournament luncheon, sponsored 
by Southside Bank. 

The Foundation Board committee in¬ 
cluded Miller, Barrett, Rohn Boone, Loren 
Bennett, Eddie Howard, Dr. Paul Latta, 
Freddie Sanchez, Eleanor Stringer 


Hard work, strong leadership and a re¬ 
focusing of the goals of the event enabled 
the 80th Anniversary TJC Foundation 
Golf Tournament to surpass its ambitious 
goal of $25,000, netting $30,000. 

In the 2007 fall semester, the money 
will generate 30 $1,000 scholarships for 
deserving students. 

“Prior to 2006, the tournament had gen¬ 
erated about $5,000 each year,” said 2005 
and 2006 Tournament Chair Gary Miller 
of Merrill Lynch. 

“This year, we established a committee 
that included philanthropists, fundraisers 
and others involved in the Tyler commu¬ 
nity, and we tapped their talents to tell the 
TJC story to potential donors. Bill Barrett 
threw out the big number of $25,000 for 
our goal. We all took a deep breath!” 

The tournament, in its 19th year, took 
place Sept. 14, 2006, included 22 teams 
playing at Eagle’s Bluff Country Club. 

Bob Phillips, host of the syndicated 


Winning Team: Randy Grooms’ team came away with the tournament championship. Here, Apache Belles (left to right) 
Tierra Tucker, Caysie Clark, DedeTubbs and Alicia Anglin pose prior to tee-off with (left to right) Jimmy Wheeler, Don 
Robert Johnson, Dennis Box, Grooms and Jeff King. 


Registration Tent Sponsors Ralph and Kathy Martin, left, pose with Apache Belle Carley Griffin, lunch speaker Bob Phillips 
of the syndicated television program Texas Country Reporter and TJC Foundation Board member Eleanor Stringer. 


and Jerry Woolverton (chair for the 2007 
tournament.) 

“When you advance a young person’s 
education, you have an impact beyond a 
student and the rest of his or her family. 
Educated people make a better income, 
are more financially responsible and ben¬ 
efit the whole community,” said Miller. 
“This is what we said to donors, and they 
responded. It’s vital to the ongoing suc¬ 
cess of our country that we educate young 
men and women who don’t have resources 
to pay for it.” 

The tournament committee will meet 
soon to plan the 2007 tournament, slated 
for some time in September. 

To schedule a team or inquire about 
sponsorship opportunities for this year’s 
Foundation Golf Tournament, contact 
Mitch Andrews at 903-510-2034 (mand@ 
tjc.edu) or Dr. Kim Russell at 903-510- 
2382 (krus@tjc.edu). 
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50 Incredible Sponsors 


LUNCH SPONSOR 


1 


SHIRT SPONSOR 

R/INDAL 

SCOTT 

/ARCHITECTS 


HAT SPONSOR 
Anonymous 

RECEPTION SPONSOR 
TJC Bookstore & Valley Services Inc. 
GOODY BAG SPONSOR 
Austin Bank 

PUTTING GREEN SPONSOR 
Joseph Z. Ornelas/Invision Systems of Texas/ 
Yes Golf 

INVITATION SPONSOR 
ETMC Graphics Plus 
HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR 
Wagner Cadillac Co. 

BEVERAGE SPONSOR 
Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 

SNACK SPONSOR 
AVS Food Service 


REGISTRATION TENT SPONSORS 
Anonymous - Boone & Boone Construction LTD - College Books Inc. 
Gollob, Morgan, Peddy & Co. PC - Hibbs Hallmark & Co. 

Ralph Martin/ Eagle’s Bluff - Texas Bank & Trust 
Wilson, Sheehy, Knowles, Robertson & Cornelius PC 
PRIZE HOLE SPONSORS 
Allen Samuels East Texas Dodge - Jeff Buie Used Cars 
Tyler Morning Telegraph 
HOLE SPONSORS 

Apex goescience inc. - Classic Toyota/Mercedes Benz 
Document Solutions/Xerox - J. Scott Ellis DDS 
Eubanks Harris Roberts Craig Architects Inc. - Fitzpatrick-Butler Architects 
Gexa Energy, a Subsidiary of FPL Group 
Hall Buick Pontiac GMC - KLTV Channel 7 
Maddox Air Conditioning Inc. - Anita A. Ray - suddenlink 
TEE - GREEN SPONSORS 

Ables-Land Inc. - Bosworth & Associates - Hub Coleman (Lifetouch) 

Digital Printing & Imaging - Dow Autoplex/Mineola 
Estes, McClure & Associates - ETTL Engineers & Consultants Inc. 

HGR General Contractors - Hudson Printing & Graphic Design 
Peltier Chevrolet - Peltier Nissan - Jim Perkins/Citizens 1st Bank 
Potpourri House - TJC Alumni Association - WC Supply Company Inc. 

W.E. Sword Company Inc. 

Yates “Whatever It Takes"/Henderson-Tyler 


1 Incredible Golf Tournament 


THE TJC FOUNDATION 80TH ANNIVERSARY 
SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT 


In recognition of our 80th anniversary, the Tyler Junior College Foundation broadened its annual golf tournament to fund student 
scholarships for all programs at the College. Thank you to the many individuals and organizations who sponsored the Tyler Junior 
College Foundation 80th Anniversary Scholarship Golf Tournament, which raised $30,000 in much-needed scholarships. 


Since 1926, TJC has strived to honor three promises - a quality education, a vibrantitudent life, and community^ervice. 


All those in favor, say i. 



www.tjc.edu/foundation 
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W hen Brandy Williams joined the 
Tyler Junior College heating and 
air-conditioning program three years ago, 
her heart wasn’t in it. 

“I had wanted to do automotive all 
along,” Williams said, “but I didn’t know 
how it would go over for a woman in the 
auto tech program.” 

After a year, it became all too tempting 
and she had to give it a try. 

“Everyone was very accepting of me,” 
she said. “Once I proved that I really 
wanted to be there and that I was all about 
the job, it was all fine. I wasn’t just ‘the 
girl’ anymore. 

Williams has been tinkering with cars 
since she was a little girl growing up in 
Kilgore. 

“It was something I was always 
interested in,” she said. “My dad, uncle, 
cousins would all let me work on their 
cars when I was young, and I learned a lot 
from them.” 

In her two years in the TJC auto tech 
program - and as the sole female - she’s 
learned even more. 

“It’s given me so much preparation,” 
she said. 

The TJC automotive technology 
program begins, of course, at the 
beginning. 

“First, there’s an introductory 
class, which goes over all your safety 
procedures. That’s always first,” she said. 

Next come brakes, air-conditioning 
classes, and two electrical classes - one 
electrical lighting, one electronics - then 
two engine performance classes. 

“Engine Performance 1 is basic 
maintenance and how the engine 
works,” she said. “EP2 is more of the 
electronic and computerized side of it 
- computerized engine controls. 

“Almost everything on a car is 
computerized now, right down to the 
brake sensors.” 

Her instructor Dave Barbieri nods, 
“Vehicles are far more complex now. 


“Twenty-five years ago, you saw 
vehicles with one or perhaps two 
computers on board. Now, it’s not 
uncommon to have a dozen or more 
computers on board, all of them talking 
together. You’re also seeing wireless 
technology.” 

“Once I proved that 
I really wanted to be 
there and that I was 
all about the job, it 
was all fine. I wasn’t 
just ‘the girl’ any 
more.” 

And with the automotive industry 
becoming more complex, there’s an 
increased need for highly trained workers. 

“It’s a widely recognized fact within 
automotive circles that the field is losing 
roughly 10,000 technicians a month 
nationwide, due to attrition and retirement. 

“This is leaving a tremendous gap, 
because the second well-known fact is 
we’re not training up 10,000 people a 


month to take those slots.” 

Plus, he said, more cars are being sold 
nationwide. 

“The number of drivers on the road is 
not dwindling, it’s increasing. What you 
have is a double-whammy where the pool 
of technicians is shrinking at a time when 
the pool of vehicles is rising.” 

That’s one of the reasons TJC’s auto 
tech program is gaining such popularity, 
said program director Jeff Parks. 

Parks, who came to TJC in January, said 
the program is putting a major emphasis 
on the “technology” part of automotive 
technology. 

Auto tech isn’t just about lug wrenches 
and oil changes anymore. 

“To work in the industry today is to 
know quite a bit about math and physics,” 
Parks said. “Math and physics are two 
important things for students coming into 
any program, and they must also have an 
adequate reading level. 

“Most of our technical manuals are 
written on a 12 th to 13 th grade level, and 
for a student to understand that, they need 
to be able to tackle that information and 
apply it in their class work.” 

TJC is also planning to provide 

(continued on Page 30) 
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T wo of the most commonly heard 
terms these days in TJC’s student 
affairs office are “Project 462” and “FIG 
cohorts”. 

Sure, they sound a bit like something 
out of a Ray Bradbury novel; but in actual¬ 
ity they pertain to a new initiative to fill 
the rooms of the currently-under-construc- 
tion residence hall, the Louise H. and 
Joseph Z. Ornelas Residential Complex. 

Project 462 refers to the additional 462 
students who will be able to live on cam¬ 
pus when Ornelas hall opens for business 
in the fall semester of 2008. 

“When this hall opens, it will transform 
student life at TJC,” said Dr. Austin Lane, 
vice president of student affairs. 

The new hall will almost double the 
current number of TJC students living on 
campus, from 600 to more than 1,000. 

“It will all begin with 
Ornelas hall but the 
ultimate goal is to 
form these groups 
campus-wide.” 

Lane is passionate about not just “giving 
our kids a bed to sleep in”, but for Ornelas 
hall to offer freshman interest groups in 
which students of similar interests and 
fields of study can live, interact and study 
together. 


The objective, he said, is to make stu¬ 
dents more successful through shared liv¬ 
ing experiences with support and interac¬ 
tion with faculty and staff, and to provide 
a strong sense of campus community. 

Freshman interest groups, also known 
as FIGs, will bring that about. 

Lane says research has shown marked 
increase in success of students who live 
and learn with other students of similar 
interests. 

Studies have shown that students who 
begin their college careers as part of a liv¬ 
ing and learning community are: 

• More likely to stay in college and 
graduate; 

• Have increased social interaction and 
are more involved in campus activities; 


• Show stronger intellectual development; 
and 

• Are more satisfied with their college 
experience 

“The idea is to engage the students as 
soon as they arrive on campus,” Lane said, 
“and to keep their interest until two years 
later when they graduate and go on to the 
next step in their lives.” 

Lane says it is also a goal to form these 
living and learning communities within the 
other eight TJC residence halls. 

“It will all begin with Ornelas hall,” he 
said, “but the ultimate goal is to form these 
groups campus-wide.” 

In other words, dorms are not just dorms 
anymore. 

“In fact, the education field has all but 
turned away from the word 'dorm’,” he 
said. “’Dorm’ gives the connotation that 
they’re just a place to sleep, and that 
couldn’t be further from what we’re trying 
to accomplish here.” 

Besides housing 462 students, Ornelas 
hall will offer: a cyber lounge; a meeting 
room; a media area; a vending area; and a 
convenience store. 

The new hall has sparked a renewed 
focus on residential life. 

(continued on Page 31) 
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The new hall will feature fine amenities, including a large meeting room. 









































n Medlock Murphy 
Tennis Center 


Left to right, State Senator Kevin Eltife, John Dale Murphy, Joni Murphy Black, Dr. William R. 
Crowe, Jimmy W. Murphy, Jana Murphy Wright, David Hudson and John Peterson. 



Mark Walters poses with Joni Black. 


Rusty Fletcher won the tennis shoe contest. 
Wonder why?! 


Liz Jackson and Bonnie Brown recognize Promise 
Number Two: A Vibrant Student Life. 





















Peggy and Preston Smith get down to the beat. 


Left to right, Mitch Andrews, Lois Ulsh, David McCullough and Bonnie Fabian had a blast. 


THE TENNIS BALL, MARCH 24, 2007 

RIBBON CUTTING FORTHE ]OANN MEDLOCK MURPHY TENNIS CENTER 




John Hills and Dr. Austin Lane show their duds. 



Alumni and friends of the College enjoy a night of celebration, dancing and dining on the 


new tennis courts, 
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D eborah Tinsley looks over 
a fleet of 17 new service 
vehicles and beams with pride 
over the growth of her pediatric home 
healthcare agency. 

With three offices and nearly 300 nurses 
traveling to serve needy children through¬ 
out 63 East Texas counties, she has reason 
to be proud. The business has come a long 
way from its first small office on TJC’s 
West campus less than five years ago. 

The successful march from Deborah’s 
idea to fill a community need to Excep¬ 
tional Home Care’s status as a thriving 
and expanding agency focused exclusively 
in pediatric home healthcare has drawn 
national attention. 

In April, Deborah and her husband 
David traveled to Seattle to receive the 
Incubator Graduate Award for 2007 by the 
National Business Incubation Association, 
at its international conference. 

The NBIA recognized the business as 
an example of what can happen when 
hard work, good business advice and the 
services of a business incubator come 
together. 

“Deborah is a model for how the pro¬ 
cess is supposed to flow, of what we’re 
here to do to help small businesspeople,” 
said Don Proudfoot, director of the TJC 
Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC). 

Don met Deborah in the Fall of 2002. 
Within days, her business was established 
— and, it had a home: TJC. During that 
first meeting, Proudfoot suggested Tinsley 
consider establishing Exceptional Home 
Care’s first office at the Tyler Area Busi¬ 
ness Incubator (TABI), down the hall from 
Don’s office, on TJC’s West campus. 

Business incubators accelerate the 
successful development of start-up and 
fledgling companies by providing entre¬ 
preneurs with an array of resources and 
services. 

Within reach of Tyler Area Business 
Incubator clients are: the expertise of 


retired business executives and SBDC 
counselors; SBDC’s free and low-cost 
small business workshops and manage¬ 
ment skills certification courses; a wide 
variety of continuing education courses 
from TJC’s continuing education opera¬ 
tions; and the advice and experience of the 
TABI director. 

All of the services are available under 
one roof. 

“The incubator was 
just a godsend. We 
could just pay one 
payment a month, we 
could have as small 
an office as we want¬ 
ed, we didn’t have to 
worry about utilities 
and we had someone 
here to help.” 

“The incubator was just a godsend,” 
Deborah Tinsley said. “We could just pay 
one payment a month; we could have as 
small an office as we wanted; we didn’t 
have to worry about utilities; and we had 
someone here to help.” 

Tinsley said Incubator Director Tony 
Tadasa was always just around the corner. 
“Tony would periodically come by and 
check on how we were doing, ask if we 
need to talk to Don again, ask about how 
cash flow is coming, remind us that cash 
flow problems are what cause businesses 
to fail and remind us not to grow too fast. 

“They were just really great. And when 
we needed more space, we’d come tell 
Tony and he’d find us another office.” 

The Small Business Administration 
reports that new businesses have a 50/50 
chance of surviving five years and that 


those that fail do so because of a lack of 
planning, a lack of physical stamina, poor 
capital or cash flow or simply starting a 
business for the wrong reason. 

Deborah’s passion for her new busi¬ 
ness showed immediately to the SCORE 
counselors and to Proudfoot. Cash flow 
was the greatest concern and something 
she discussed on numerous occasions with 
Proudfoot and Tadasa. 

She can remember many stressful 
times during the early months of Excep¬ 
tional Home Care. She says God had a 
plan for her and her small business, to 
serve a need. During those difficult times, 
she relied on the incubator, the SBDC and 
her family to keep her on the right course. 

Granddaughters Katlynn and Gracie 
served critical roles. 

“When I was stressed out, I’d call my 
daughter and have her bring the babies 
here, and I would just hold them,” she 
said. “There is just that love; you cannot 
beat that love. I would just sit there and 
hold my babies and cry ... and they could 
just make everything OK again so I could 
go on.” 

Don and Tony understand the pres¬ 
sures that go along with beginning a new 
business; it’s what motivates them to help 
nurture entrepreneurs to self-sufficiency. 

“From a projection standpoint, there 
is no other business as difficult to make 
money in as home health because the 
cash flow is so unusual,” said Proudfoot. 
“Medicare and Medicaid are involved. It 
is very, very tricky. 

“Tony feels the stress with (the resident 
businesses) and I feel it too, especially 
when we’re working on cash flow, work¬ 
ing on a loan, waiting on a bank. We all 
feel it. We’re all pacing around a little 
bit. The only difference is we go home at 
night.” 

Deborah says she’s fortunate that she 
goes home to a great partner. Her hus¬ 
band, David, created his own healthcare 

(continued on Page 31) 
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ALUMNI BOARD WELCOMES TJC Apache Adventurers Enjoy Caribbean Cruise 

AMY MOTES MCCULLOUGH ’81 


After living five years in Northern 
California, Amy McCullough moved back 
to Tyler last year 
with her hus¬ 
band, David 
and two sons, 

Alex, 9 and 
Hayden, 3. 

A theatre/ 
music major, 
after graduat¬ 
ing from TJC, 
she earned 

Amy McCullough 

her bachelor’s de¬ 
gree at the University of Mississippi, her 
master’s at the University of Oklahoma 
and her law degree from South Texas Col¬ 
lege of Law. 

During her college days, she performed 
in numerous theatrical productions, 
including touring with Liberace with the 
Young American and at the Southern Pal¬ 
ace Show at Six Flags Over Texas. 

While earning her law degree, Amy 
competed on varsity mock trial teams. 
Later she served as assistant district at¬ 
torney in Harris County (Houston), city 
attorney for city of Pearland, legal counsel 
for Brazoria County Drainage District #4 
before moving to northern California in 
2001 . 

Amy is a member of Green Acres Bap¬ 
tist Church of Tyler and currently serves as 
a volunteer for several area not-for-profit 
organizations. 

She says that she attributes much of her 
personal and professional success to the 
tireless efforts and sincere interest of TJC 
faculty and staff. 




Thirty-nine alumni sailed out of Galveston in February for a seven-day cruise to Jamaica, 
Grand Cayman, and Cozumel. The group had a great time, both on the ship and exploring 
the islands. 


Fort Worth Chapter Holds First Gathering 



The TJC Alumni Association’s Fort Worth chapter held its first reception at the popular Joe T. 
Garcia’s last fall. 
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A Look Back at Homecoming ’06 




Alumni gather before the Apaches’ football game at Rose Sta¬ 
dium last October. See the back cover for Homecoming 2007 
events planned by the TJC Alumni Association and Apache 
Belle Gold. 



In March, former TJC students in the greater Los Angeles area gathered 
to recall old times. Two receptions were held, one in L.A. and one in 
Burbank. 



In April, TJC theatre alumni returned to celebrate the 80th Anniversary of Las Mascaras, 
the College’s oldest student organization. 



Frank DeBenedetto has a seat at the 
“Have A Seat” dedication in Jean 
Browne Theatre in April. Pictured with 
Frank are Susan Hawkins, Dede De- 
Benedetto, Dr. Sherilyn Luke Willis and 
Patrick Willis. 


21 






















1 A] 

umni 

1 N 

EWS 


© Lifetime Alumni Member 
+ Annual Alumni Member 



During the basketball game that afternoon, 
the first Apache Ladies were presented 
long-stemmed yellow roses and a group 
photo from 1976. They also enjoyed a tour 
of the campus, including a visit to their 
dorm rooms. Pictured are, left to right, 
Vickie Castleberry, Loretta Jackson, Jenny 
Turner, Hazel Lilley, Bobbie McAdo, 
Susan Poole and Coach Richardson. 

’Cl 


’28 


© I heron “TG” Glaucius Barton was 

very proud to be a member of TJC’s first 
graduating class. He was raised on a farm 
on the Old Longview Road, three miles 
from downtown Tyler. Just before his 
death in August 2006, TG finally finished 
his autobiography, “My First 97 Years.” 
Throughout his life he stayed connected 
to TJC and he remained close friends with 
fellow classmate Dr. Earl Gaston, until his 
death in 2005. TG and his wife, Louise 
Dean Barton (’30), were married for 
almost 70 years. 


’48 


a week for the Monterey Herald. He and 
wife, Lei Lei, have one daughter, Chelsea 
Mei, 14. He 
adds that 
after mov¬ 
ing closer 
to Carmel 
High, Chel¬ 
sea received 
a scholar¬ 
ship L o York 

School, a college preparatory. Besides 
being a straight-A student, she has sung 
solos in several school musicals, is taking 
guitar and golf lessons and was voted 
outstanding freshman player for York’s 
varsity field hockey team. 



© © Kenneth and Patsy Lewis cel¬ 
ebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
December 22, 2006. Kenneth, retired TJC 
dean of admissions, and Patsy are very ac¬ 
tive with the East Texas State Fair, St. Paul 
United Methodist Church and the St. 
Paul Children’s Foundation. 


© Bill Bates writes that 
at 77, he is still keep¬ 
ing busy. He recently 
produced color signage 
for the Carmel, Calif. 

Trader Joe’s restaurant. 

He occasionally does 
portrait commissions and caricatures to 
raise money for various charities. Bill still 
produces his weekly cartoon for the Car¬ 
mel Pine Cone and two political cartoons 



’49 


© © Herb and 
Joann Richard¬ 
son, along with 
the TJC Alumni 
Association, hosted a reunion for the 
first Apache Ladies’ basketball team on 
December 2. The day included a fish fry at 
the Richardsons’ home on Lake Palestine 
and a reception in Coach Wag’s office. 


© Bob Bowman and his wife 
recently endowed the Bob and Doris 
Bowman East Texas Book Series 
for the East Texas Historical Associa¬ 
tion. The first book in the annual series 
was the War in East Texas, A History of 
the Regulators and Moderators Feud in 
the 1840s, by Bill O’Neal of Carthage. 
Earlier, the Bowmans established the Ottis 
Lock Foundation and endowed the Best 
of East Texas Award, also for the Histori¬ 
cal Association. The Bowmans are the 
authors of 34 books on East Texas history 
and folklore. Bob also serves on the Texas 
Historical Commission. The Bowmans 
were the first husband-wife team to serve 
as chairs of the Texas Council for the 
Humanities. In 1994, Bob wrote Wag: The 
Stoiy of Texas Coaching Legend Floyd 
Wagstaff. Doris and Bob live in the Lufkin 
area. 
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© Peggy Jackson Selig, who grew up 
in Tyler, spent only one semester at TJC 
before moving to Dallas. It was there 
that she met and married Philip Selig, an 
Army officer at Ft. Polk, La., where they 
lived for the remainder of his tour. They 
then moved back to Dallas, then to Little 
Rock, then Kansas City, and finally to 
Birmingham, Ala., where they retired. Phil 
retired after 42 years with American Gas 
and Iron Pipe Company and Peggy retired 
from her position as personal secretary to 
a Catholic bishop. “I was only at TJC in 
fall of 1960 and was a Belle that semester. 
We traveled to Jr. Rose Bowl in Pasadena, 
CA that December, along with several 
trips to Cowboy games and Oiler games. 
As I remember, we were hardly home the 
month of December or many weekends 
that semester. I was always proud to be a 
Belle, but especially later when we moved 
around the country and so many people 
would ask me if I was an Apache Belle 
when they heard I was from Tyler. I was 
so glad I could say yes!” 


© Kenneth Cline retired as a Smith 
County engineer in July, 2000 and started 
his own business, Kenneth W. Cline Con¬ 
sulting Engineer. 



© © Phyllis and Ronald Duke and both 
their children graduated from TJC. Phyllis 
writes that their daughter, Kristi, was one 
of the very first TJC Presidential scholars 
and now works at the University of Texas 


at Austin, in administration. Son Randy, 
a teacher and coach, is now the assistant 
head coach at a 2A school in East Texas. 
Ronald is looking forward to retirement 
in the coming year and Phyllis has retired 
from 30 years of teaching at Gary Elemen¬ 
tary and Caldwell Elementary schools. She 
was honored to be chosen as one of the 
120 Heroes of Tyler Public School from 
the first 120 years of individuals, families, 
organizations and businesses that impacted 
Tyler ISD. While attending TJC, Phyllis 
was a member of the Apache Belles and 
is now a Lifetime member of their alumni 
group. Belle Gold. 

© Sharon Wynn spent a week on a 
cruise ship with 38 other Apache Ad¬ 
venturers in February. Sharon, who was 
diagnosed with terminal cancer, drew up 
a wish list 
of things 
she would 
like to do 
before she 
died. Among 
the list were 
planting a 
flower gar¬ 
den behind 
her church, 
going up 
in a hot air 
balloon, spending the night on a Mystic 
Seaport tall ship, having a kite-flying party 
with her grandchildren and coming back 
to Tyler to once again “walk the rim” with 
the Apache Belles—all of which she has 
checked off her list. 

Sharon passed away March 24 in Waco. 
© © Judy and Will Turman celebrated 
their 40th wedding anniversary last year. 
She writes that son © Jed Turman has 
moved to the Los Angeles area and started 
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his own business, Soccadelic, a soccer 
apparel company. He has also built a Web 
site for Apache fans. Go to www.biggame- 
daddy.com and type in Apaches. 

5 // 



© Barbara Briley Sollock writes that 
she has two daughters, one son-in-law, 
and 3-year-old twin granddaughters. After 
teaching in five of the Houston area school 
districts, Barbara is enjoying keeping 
her granddaughters and teaching private 
piano and voice lessons. Husband Paul 
was a NASA engineer who retired from 
the Johnson Space Center after 38 years 
of service. Barbara and Paul now reside at 
their Black Horse Ranch in Cypress. 

© Terry Stillabower married Mayon 
Rauch on February 10, at the George 
Ranch Historical Park in Richmond. 

Terry writes, 

“we’ve found 
a new way to 
spell happi¬ 
ness, Terry 
& Mayon.” 

The couple 
lives in Katy 
and plans to 
honeymoon in 
Italy at a later 
date. While 
attending 
TJC, Terry 
was a member of the “Ironman 8” Apache 
basketball team that went to the national 
tournament. He currently serves on the 
Alumni Association’s Houston chapter 
steering committee. 

(continued on next page) 
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© © Judy Burleson lives with hus¬ 
band Doug in the Lindale area, where 
she teaches 5th and 6th grade students at 
E.J. Moss Intermediate School. Judy has 
taught for a total of 32 years in both the 
public and private school systems. Doug 
has worked at Trane for 33 years. They 
have one grandchild whom they adore 
and they’re hoping for more. They love 
to travel. 

5 /;q 

© Lois J. Thompson began a new job in 
November as an administrative assistant 
in the 
treasury 
depart¬ 
ment of 
ENSCO. 

Lois 
writes 

that “the secretarial courses taken at TJC 
have been used in my work career. My 
husband Jerry and I have been married 
32 years. We have two children and five 
grandchildren—ages 2 months to 13 years 
In the picture are Jerry and I with our 
son’s family at Thanksgiving last year in 
Cheyenne, WY, when 
we went to see our 
newest grandchild.” 

1 rn A 



Shaw Osborn, right. Mona was on the 
first Apache Belles squad in 1947. Their 
uniforms were homemade Indian “squaw” 
costumes. Chuck writes that he remembers 
his mother telling him about riding the 
TJC bus from Troup to TJC. TJC students 
would find ways to get to town and wait 
for the bus to pick them up in front of 
the Johnson-Tucker Drug Store, he said. 
That was just one stop on its daily route 
through the East Texas area. “I remember 
seeing the TJC bus make the stop in Troup 
when I was young,” Chuck stated and 
added, “I think it ran until the early ’60s.” 
Chuck first attended TJC in the late ’60s 
and returned in the late ’70s to take real 
estate and oil and gas law classes. He also 
attended the University of Houston and 
UT Tyler. Chuck is a State Farm insurance 
agent in Whitehouse and plays guitar for 
Geezer, an acoustic classic rock band. 



© John “Chuck” 

Osborn sent us a 
photo from 1947 that 
included three Apache Belles, one of 
whom is his mother, Mona Raye 



Sarita Barton Boyette is proud to 
announce her retirement after 27 years 
of teaching at Mac Arthur High School in 
Irving. Most of her career was spent teach¬ 
ing emotionally handicapped students. She 
and her husband Stan took a retirement 
trip to the northeastern United States last 
fall to see the seasonal colors. They have 
three children and two 
grandchildren. She writes, 
“Graduating from TJC is a 
family affair. My brother, 
Gilbert, and sister-in-law, 
Sharonne, both graduated 
in 1963. My children, 
Charmaine and Christina, 
in the ’80s! And, Sharonne 
and her 2 daughters were Apache Belles.” 


Donna G. Shaw sends TJC Alums 
“Greetings from Alaska!” Donna is cur¬ 
rently the associate dean for student and 
curriculum affairs in the College of Educa¬ 
tion at the University of Alaska in An¬ 
chorage and is well known for her motto 
“Science is Fun.” She recently endowed 
an annual scholarship through the Kappa 
Delta Pi International Honor Society and 
feels that this gives her an opportunity to 
show her appreciation for the scholarship 
she receive and to help other students and 
teachers. While attending TJC, Donna 
was a member of Phi Theta Kappa. After 
receiving her AA degree, she received her 
M.Ed. and B.S. in elementary education at 
Stephen F. Austin State University and her 
Ph.D. in elementary education at North 
Texas State University. 



★ Kathy M. Ollivier retired in 2004 
from the computer software business as 
a director after 27 years in the business. 
Since 2004, she has been teaching in a 
small private Christian school of which 
she is also the founder. Kathy and her hus¬ 
band has been married for almost 29 years. 
The couple has three Maltese dogs. 

© Brenda J. Elrod was recently promot¬ 
ed to the position of environmental health 
director for Northeast Texas Public Health 
District. 

© Michael A. Russell has the distinction 
of holding two associate’s degrees from 
TJC (AA ’77 in general studies and AS 
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’78 in drafting technology). While attend¬ 
ing TJC, he was an active member of Las 
Mascaras 
and Alpha 
Tau Alpha. 

He went on 
to obtain 
his B.A. 
degree in 
1979 from 
Fisk University in Nashville, Tennes¬ 
see, and an M.B.A. degree in 1981 from 
Atlanta University in Atlanta, Ga. He com¬ 
pleted his post-graduate at the Harvard 
University Graduate School of Business 
Administration in Cambridge, Massa¬ 
chusetts. He lives in Boca Raton, Fla and 
works as a sales professional with Porsche 
Cars of North America Inc., at the world’s 
largest Porsche dealership, Champion 
Porsche in Pompano Beach, Fla. During 
his career in sales and marketing he has 
worked with many well-known companies 
and organizations including IBM, Coca- 
Cola, General Motors, Mercedes-Benz, 
USA and the 1996 Olympic Games. 

Michael helped organize a reunion of 
TJC drafting students last year. He is 
pictured above with Jack Betts, center, and 
former drafting student Gay la Russell. 

The reunion honored Betts, who helped 
begin the TJC drafting program. 


’82 


★ Kelli A. Harris first met husband Da¬ 
vid when she was an Apache Belle and he 
was an Apache Belle Guard. Kelli teaches 
at John Horn High School in Mesquite, 
where her daughter, K.D., is a cheerleader. 
K.D. has also participated in the Apache 
Belles’ Belle Babes workshops. Son Ty 
models for Kim Dawson agency. 


a: 
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★ Rhonda M. Thomas is currently the 
librarian at McMath Middle School in 
Denton, TX. She earned her master’s de¬ 
gree in library science from Texas Wom¬ 
an’s University in December 2006. Her 
husband, Jay Thomas, ’82, is the owner 
J. Thomas Custom Homes and Thomas 
Heritage Homes, a building business in 
Denton. While attending TJC, Rhonda was 
a member of the Apache Belles and Las 
Mascaras. 



© Brenda J. Kellam taught theatre, 
English, debate and speech at Van High 
School from 1986 until 1998. She is a 
current a trustee on Van ISD School Board 
and president of Van ISD Alumni Asso¬ 
ciation. Brenda also serves as a director 
on the Van ISD Educational Foundation. 
While attending TJC, Brenda was a mem¬ 
ber of Las Mascaras. 



© Allyson T. Zipp and her husband, 
Timothy, recently moved to New Braun¬ 
fels. While attending TJC, Allyson was a 
member of the Apache Belles. 



o© Judson L. Jones and Christa 
Kimlicko Jones moved to New York City 
in 2004. Judson recently became associate 
director of the Off-Broadway company, 
Alchemy Theatre Company. Their produc¬ 
tions are receiving good reviews and in 
November they plan to produce, Harvest: 
A High Plains Trilogy, by ©Dr. David W. 
Crawford (’71), TJC instructor, depart¬ 
ment chair, speech and theatre. 


Chris Rocha is now living in the Los 
Angeles area, 
where he is pur¬ 
suing a career 
in entertainment. 

Look for Chris in 
the third sequel 
of Pirates of the 
Caribbean. 

While attending 
TJC, Chris was a 
member of Harmony 
& Understanding, Chamber Singers and 
the Apache football team. 



© Rebecca and Chris Rodriguez 

recently moved to Fayetteville, Ark. with 
their daugh¬ 
ter, Regan. 

She spends 
her summers 
visiting her 
great-grand 
parents 

© © Kenneth and Emma Lou Prater 

(’46) and her grand parents © © Rick 
and Sandy Adams (’74). 

if Julie B. Berkhouse was recently 
named vice president of the JC Penney 
After School Fund, a charity dedicated to 
providing America’s children with access 
to safe, enriching after-school programs. 
While attending TJC, Allyson was a mem¬ 
ber of the Apache Belles, Phi Theta Kappa 
and was a Presidential scholar. 

Tanya Herber was recently honored 
as one of the “People of Our Community 
Who Make a Difference” for her volunteer 
work with the Boys & Girls Club and 




25 














other Tyler community organizations that 
serve local children. She and husband Ste¬ 
phen have four children. Clay, 8; Brady, 7; 
Brooklyn, 5; and Presley, 3. They live on 
Lake Tyler. 

’99 

© Julie Pat¬ 
terson Odom and 

husband Jason 
announce the 
birth of their first 
child, son Cole 
Riley Odom, born on May 22, 2006. Julie 
teaches 6th grade language arts at Com¬ 
munity Middle School, in Nevada, Texas 
and Jason teaches high school math in 
Rowlett. The family lives in Wylie. Cole is 
the great-grandson of © © Kenneth and 
Emma Lou Prater (’46) and the grandson 
of © Sherry Patterson (’70) and © Ste¬ 
phen Patterson (’69). While attending TJC, 
Julie was an Apache Belle and Belle dance cap¬ 
tain. She is a lifetime member of Belle Gold. 

’00 

© Jennifer Callaway Gilchrist mar¬ 
ried Bowdy Gilchrist in May of 1999 and 
graduated from the University of Texas at 
Tyler in May 2001. Since then she has had 
three kids and now is a stay-at-home mom, 
helping her husband run their business, 
Bowdy’s Kwik Lube in Van, Texas. As a 
student at TJC, Jennifer was a member of 
the Apache Belles and is a lifetime Belle 
Gold member. 

’01 

© Kristi Flippin married Tony Boyett 

(’05) on October 20, 2006 at the Villa 
26 


de Felicita, just outside of Tyler. Friends 
since high school in Irving, they just start¬ 
ed dating three years ago. They live and 
work in Tyler. Kristi is the special projects 
coordinator for the City of Tyler and Tony 
works at the City of Tyler Municipal Rose 
Garden. Kristi is a former Apache Belle 
and a lifetime member of Belle Gold. 

★ Veronica J. Lemus is currently the 
bilingual service coordinator at Stewart 
Regional Blood Center in Tyler. Her goal 
is to reach out to the community by break¬ 
ing down the language barrier and to make 
the community aware of the importance of 
donating blood. 

© Bethany L. Sturges is currently the 
dance teacher and drill team director at 
Flower Mound High School in Flower 
Mound, Texas. While attending TJC, Beth¬ 
any was a member of the Apache Belles 
and is a lifetime member of Belle Gold 
Drusilla K. Torian has moved to 
Austin, where she is the assistant to the 
director of operations at her brother’s 
restaurant, Austin’s Pizza. 

’03 

© Rachael D. Berry recently moved to 
Katy and works at Juleigh Holley’s School 
of Dance. She is working on teacher 
certification and enjoying and loving life 
with husband Parker. Rachael is a former 
Apache Belle and a lifetime member of 
Belle Gold. 

★ Tara M. Johnson is the drill team 
director at Joshua High school. Tara is a 
former Apache Belle and a lifetime mem¬ 
ber of Belle Gold. 

Norma “Jade” Montgomery recently 
graduated from Saint Leo University with 
her bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. 



She is planning to enroll at UT Tyler this 
fall to pursue a master’s degree in clini¬ 
cal psychology with a specialization in 
neuropsychology. 


★ Ingrid C. Castillo is continuing her 
studies to earn her bachelor’s degree at 
the University of North Florida. While 
attending TJC, Ingrid was a member of the 
Apache Ladies tennis team and is current¬ 
ly playing on the UNF tennis team. 

© Holly E. Lawson will graduate this 
fall with her bachelor’s of fine arts with 
a teaching certification. Holly is a former 
Apache Belle and a lifetime member of 
Belle Gold. 

★ Jose E. Monge is planning to marry 
on August 6 and is looking forward to get¬ 
ting his bachelor’s degree at University of 
Texas at Tyler. 

’06 

★ Lana Massoodi Aaron gave birth to a 
son, Tucker Aaron, on April 7, 2006. 

Ryan Beaton recently graduated from 
Naval Service Training Command and 
has been assigned to the USS Mclnerney 
(FF8), based in Florida, where he contin¬ 
ued his training for a medical corpsman or 
aviation ordinance. Ryan is the son of 

© Gigi Delk, TJC computer information 
systems instructor. 

★ Starley L. Bell writes that he was wed 
in April. He and his bride are purchasing 
their first home. 

★ Jonalee Echols just started a new 
position as an registered nurse in ICU at 
Mother Frances Hospital in Tyler. 

★ Jim E. Fields is attending University 
of Texas at Tyler working toward a degree 















in history. He plans to teach and coach at 
the high school level. 

★ Jarrod E. Garbutt is now attending 
the University of Texas at Tyler. 

★ Alesandra N. Garcia recently 
graduated from TJC and is attending Texas 
State University, where she is work¬ 
ing toward a bachelor’s degree in music 
education. 

★ Vickie McEvoy Hendricks married 
Chris Hendricks last May. The couple 
lives in Bullard. 

★ Erin K. Markham is engaged to 
Johnny Hoover and they are planning to 
be married soon. 

★ Heather Thorpe McBride is work¬ 
ing on her bachelor’s degree in chemistry 
at the University of Texas at Tyler. She is 
married to Arthur McBride III and they 
live in Tyler. 

★ Tamera L. McGaugh was hired at 
ETMC Behavioral Health as intern coun¬ 
selor in their CDIOP Program. Her first 
grandchild Joshua Lee McGaugh II. was 
bom on July 12, 2006 

★ Whitney R. McKinney was married 
on May 6, 2006. This year, the family 
business celebrates its 80th anniversary. 

★ Kathy A. McQueen recently passed 
her state board exams for LVN license. 

Her daughter, Alicia is going to school in 
Tokyo to be a Japanese translator. 

★ Miranda M. Nelson is currently 
attending the University of North Texas, 
majoring in journalism. 

★ Amanda J. Neupane transferred 
to the University of Texas at Tyler to 
complete a bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice. 

★ Maria D. Palma writes that she has 
finished the vision care program at TJC 
and got a job within a week of her clini- 
cals. She got married last summer and is 


now working at Tyler Retina. 

★ Jorge A. Perez is enrolled at the 
University of Texas at Tyler, where he is 
working toward a bachelor’s degree in 
business. 

★ Valarie N. Philen accepted a position 
as a coder at Health First TPA at ETMC. 

★ Shana N. Powell married her high 
school sweetheart last June. She is attend¬ 
ing Stephen F. Austin State University. 

★ Sarah J. Todd has enrolled in the 
Ellint School of International Affairs at 
George Washington University. 

★ Etido J. Udosen is currently working 
at Divine Health Care services as a clerical 
staff and payroll officer. 

★ Tarashalamarra “Tee” Woods com¬ 
pleted a TJC certificate in medical office 
management and 

is looking forward 
to working in a 
doctor’s office or 
hospital soon. Tee 
plans to move to 
Houston next year 
but when it is time 
to retire, she plans 
to move back to Tyler. 

MARRIAGES 

Class of 1966 

Mayon Rauch and © Terry Stillabow- 
er, Katy 

Class of 1972 

Judy Prather and Jimmy Durham, 
Lindale 

Class of 1976 

★ Victoria Gronberg and Marty 
Cheney, Tyler 

Class of 1989 

Patricia Hill and Emanuel Ford, Tyler 

1991 

Alison Holliday and Christopher 
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Townend, Irving 

Class of 1993 

Sarah Jensen and David Marshall, Austin 

Class of 1994 

Amanda Lilly and T.O. Goodpasture, 
Whitehouse 

Stephanie Sparks and © Luke Stephens, 
Kabul 

Class of 1995 

Ashley Bernhardt and John Williams, 
Chicago, IL 

Leslie Pettigrew and Gregory Nobles, 
Tyler 

Class of 1997 

Julie Blakeman and Stanislav Yermo¬ 
layev, Bedford 

Class of 1998 

Elizabeth Albright and Michael Jackson, 
Longview 

Wendie Short and Daniel Turner, Whitehouse 

Class of 2000 

Lindsay Reese and James Echols Jr., 
Dallas 

Class of 2001 

Kristie Haynes and Jonathan Davis, 
Richardson 

Nicole Zufelt and Dustin Walden, 
Longview 

Kellye Vulgamott and Jacob McKee, 

San Antonio 

Elizabeth Shoemaker and Yuya Kuwa- 
hara, Chiba, Japan 

Class of 2002 

Melissa Purtle and Jody Bradshaw, Tyler 

Pamela Wiggains and Len Critcher, 
Dallas 

Amanda Robinson and Jeffrey Luther, 
Ben Wheeler 

Amy Lewis and Ricky Daily, Chandler 

Kyndall Ruby and Nathaniel Semons, 
Dallas 

Diana Godfrey and Brandon Mauldin, 
Baltimore, MD 
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Amanda Thibodeaux and Eric Kosmer, 
Shreveport, LA 

Moriah Hronek and William Smith, Col¬ 
lege Station 

Holly Smith and Aaron Schomerus, Col¬ 
lege Station 

Lindsay Smith and Joshua Casey, 
Whitehouse 

Jennifer Williams and Michael Hill, 
Haslet 

Class of 2003 

Paige Peace and Timothy James, Canton 
Shastee Gregory and Marquis Johnson, 
Big Sandy 

Anna Ross and Clifton Dickey, Bullard 
Sandi Woodward and Chase Calloway, 
Palestine 

Amanda 1 lart and Justin Hall, Tyler 
Class of 2004 

Lindsay Hudson and John Hill, Lantana 
Katherine Rackcliffe and Ryan Wil¬ 
liams, Lakeway 

Lindsay Randall and Daniel Boone, 
Arlington 

April Morris and Ethan McDonald, 

Chandler 

Niki Hill and Sam Johnson, Longview 
Kelly Stephens and Adam Pike, College 
Station 

Shea Kerch and Joey Yeargain, 

Miami 

Jana Garner and James Moore, White- 
house 

Heidi Olmos and Robert Dillon, Denton 
Angela Bryant and Aaron Lyman, Rich¬ 
ardson 

Class of 2005 

Lauren Reed and Ryan Strickland, Tyler 
Erica Swinford and Jeremy I lasley, 
Tyler 

OO Kristi Flippin and Tony Boyett, Tyler 
Christi Carson and Justin Wallace, 

Tyler 


La Crystal Bryant and Sheldon Young, 
Tyler 

Lauren Clayton and G. Zachary Bur¬ 
gess, Tyler 

Jessica Martin and Jimmy McEuen, 
Whitehouse 

Lindsey Howeth and Joshua Roberson, 
San Antonio 

Theresa Black and Darin McClaugh- 
erty, Oklahoma City 

Danielle Johnson and David Bolanows- 
ki, Galveston 

Sara Foley and Justin McDonald, Tyler 

Class of 2006 

Sherry Yaeger and Shannon Blocker, 
Jacksonville 

Amy Davis and Kevin Kimbrell, Tyler 

Kelly Moseley and William Colie, Tyler 

Heather McFadden and Kyle Voyles, 
Chandler 

Sarah Miller and Samuel Orbison, 

Tyler 

Ashley Blevins and Michael Chap, 
Kilgore 

Leslie Rowden-Bates and Ty Green, 
Tyler 

Leigh Ann Paul and Weston Amaya, 
Huntsville 

Rebecca McPherson and Clint Kelley, 
Como, MS 

Amanda McDow and Brandon Robin¬ 
son, Overton 

Ashley Black and Breaux Frachiseur, 

Hinesville, GA 

Jessika James and Heith Mitchell, 
Hawkins 

Carrie Nations and Chad Hudson, Van 

Jillian Carnation and Bryan Carter, 
Tyler 

Courtney Castle and Kevin Childress, 
Price 

Cheroka Higginbotham and Ronald 
Roberts, Tyler 


MEMORIALS 

Class of 1928 

© Thearon Glaucius Barton, A member 
of T JC 1st Graduation Class 
August 15, 2006, Fort Worth 

Class of 1936 

© William C. Hogenson, December 24, 

2006, Tyler 

Class of 1938 

Eugene McElroy, August 2, 2006, Troup 

Class of 1940 

Julian Mardock, December 18, 2006, 
Dallas 

Class of 1942 

Bill T. Spencer, December 28, 2006, 
Wimberley 

Class of 1947 

Barbara Williams Westbrook, March 13, 

2007, Tyler 

Class of 1948 

Preston T. Fitzgerald, September 25, 

2006, Chandler 

Class of 1949 

CIRCLE OF HONOR 

© Bryan E. Miller, November 6, 2006, 
Duncanville. 

Legendary TJC Basketball Coach 
Floyd Wagstaff recruited Miller to play at 
TJC and he brought 
along his winning 
ways, helping guide 
the Apaches to the 
national champion¬ 
ship in 1949, his first 
season at TJC. It was 
TJC’s first national 
title. 

He was inducted into the TJC Sports 
Circle of Honor in June of 2006. 

Nelwyn C. Oberholtzer, January 13, 

2007, San Antonio 
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Class of 1950 

Robert A. Lanier, February 1, 2007, 
Henderson 

Class of 1954 

Joel “Dick” Thedford, January 5, 2007, 
Tyler 

Class of 1955 

James D. Clark, May 23, 2006, Florida 
Julius D. Stiefer, December 3, 2006, 
Tyler 

John O. Bailey, December 27, 2006, 
Atlanta 

Class of 1956 

Shirley P. Dodd, December 13, 3006, 
Tyler 

Class of 1957 

Ray M. Loggins, July 16, 2006, Tyler 
Eugene E. Reynolds, August 21, 2006, 
Tyler 

Watson L. Gilley, November 19, 2006, 
Arp 

Class of 1958 

Billie L. Turner, August 21, 2006, Waco 
Carolyn D. Costin, October 20, 2006, 
Tyler 

Class of 1960 

© Sharon Wynn, March 24, 2007, Waco 

Class of 1965 

Jerry E. Hines, January 17, 2007, Tyler 

Class of 1967 

Louis J. Garvel, November 10, 2006, 
Houston 

Class of 1968 

Clyde H. Bowling, September 15, 2006, 
Mineola 

Emory S. Alston, October 29, 2006, 
Troup 

Class of 1969 

Ruth W. Ross, December 14, 2006, 
Tyler 

Class of 1970 

Ella M. Williams, December 24, 2006, 
Tyler 


Class of 1972 

Helen E. Herrin, January 28, 2007, Arp 

Class of 1973 

Peggy J. Thomas, November 18, 2006, 
Tyler 

Class of 1975 

Faye O’Sullivan, August 2, 2006, Dallas 
County 

George Beddingfield, September 13, 
2006, Whitehouse 

Class of 1976 

Darell E. Fort, May 12, 2006, Kilgore 
Gail E. Jones, November 8, 2006, Tyler 
Octavia M. Roberts, December 16, 

2006, Tyler 

Janet C. Grill, February 15, 2007, 
Littleton 
Class of 1977 

Michael R. Finley, February 19, 1993, 
Houston 

Class of 1978 

Richard “Rick” Vannatta, March 21, 
2006, Longview 

Oscar G. Johnson, June 16, 2006, Tyler 
Allie L. Rozell, November 22, 2006, 
Tyler 

Class of 1979 

Larry D. Hanson, February 14, 2006, 
Tyler 

Raymond E. Bostick, August 26, 2006, 
Tyler 

Wilford A. Moss, February 11,2007, 
Tyler 

Class of 1980 

Thomas A. Grant, February 5, 2007, 
Tyler 

Class of 1981 

Sheree K. Reynolds, January 27, 2007, 
Sugar Land 
Class of 1982 

Florine C. Brown, January 7, 2006, 

Tyler 
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Class of 1983 

Herman H. Hubbard, July, 31, 2006, 
Kilgore 

Michael A. Brooks, January 8, 2007, 
Tyler 

Sadie M. Hudson, February 22, 2007, 
Tyler 

Class of 1984 

Gary D. McGraw, May 26, 2006, Tyler 
Eula V. Johnson, August 31, 2006, Dallas 
Lorenzo N. Ross, September 28, 2006, 
Maui, HI 
Class of 1986 

LaJeune Swann, December 7, 2005, 
Tyler 

Diana Magers, December 25, 2005, 
Athens 

Sheryl S. Yancey, April 6, 2006, Kilgore 
Robert A. Jones, April 10, 2006, Mes¬ 
quite 

Loretta E. Gates, September 11,2006, 
Tyler 

Class of 1987 

Teressa Ann Howard, July 9, 2006 
Chandler 

Burton R. Scheuermann, July 22, 2006, 
Germany 

Class of 1988 

Ruthina L. Johnson, January 16, 2007, 
Tyler 

Class of 1989 

Carolyn Sepmoree, November 20, 2005, 
Tyler 

Joe D. Callens, February 13, 2007, 
Houston 

Class of 1992 

John C. Waddell, August 26, 2006, Tyler 
Class of 1993 

Shirley Baxter, December 18, 2005, 

Tyler 

Class of 1994 

Jon D. Heifner, November 15, 2005, 
Palestine 
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Automotive technology instructor Todd Perry helps Brandy Williams change computer 
settings during an engine diagnostic analysis. 


Douglas M. Huddleston, February 8, 
2007, Tyler 

Class of 1996 

Billy D. Pyron II, February 28, 2006, 
Houston 

Nikki M. Henderson, March 4, 2006, 
Indiana 
Class of 1997 

Michelle L. Clay, February 9, 2006, 
Tyler 

Class of 1998 

Aaron B. Betts, April 18, 2006, Dallas 

Class of 1999 

Janet G. Coley, August 23, 2006, Tyler 
Andre L. Brooks, November 14, 2006, 
Tyler 

Class of 2000 

Adam Shackelford, April 26, 2006, 
Tyler 

Class of 2002 

Carolyn A. Collier, February 8, 2006, 
Tyler 

Freddie C. Black, May 2, 2006, Tyler 

Class of 2003 

Zane W. Graves, October 1, 2006, Lub¬ 
bock 

Armond R. Sirles, December 6, 2006, 
Tyler 

Class of 2004 

Micah J. King, January 25, 2006, Tyler 
Collin D. Brown, May 31,2006, Tyler 
Travis B. Black, December 20, 2006, 
Whitehouse 

Jose M. Lezama, December 26, 2005, 
Tyler 

Class of 2005 

Patrick Jacques, May 29, 2006, Tyler 
Stuart O. Wells, November 10, 2006, 
Dallas 

Payton T. Lewis, December 9, 2006, 
Tyler 

Class of 2006 

Lindsey N. Williams, March 21, 2006, 
Van 

Leah N. Zucca, May 13, 2006, Flint 
Tim Brey, May 29, 2006, Tyler 
Cason Gimble, September 9, 2006, 
Lindale 


TJC FAMILY MEMORIALS 

Jesse Glen Edwards, September 7, 2006, 
Whitehouse 

Unice Jackson, December 26, 2006, 
Winona 

John Wheat, March 3, 2007, Tyler 

Promise 1: Auto Tech continued 

specialized training in new technologies. 

“Alternative fuel is a hot topic right 
now,” Parks said, “and we will begin to 
do training in everything from biodeisel to 
ethanol to fuel-cell vehicles and hybrids.” 

A recent streamlining of the TJC 
auto tech program will give students an 
opportunity to finish their degree in a 
timely fashion and at an affordable cost. 

“Our priority is to give the students the 
best bang for their buck,” he said. “We’ll 
give them a high quality education and get 
them ready for an entry-level position at a 
dealership or in a shop. 

“We will give them the education they 
need to get ASE certified.” 

The program also offers dual 
credit, giving high school students the 
opportunity to receive high school and 
college credit simultaneously. 

“What that means is a student who 
enrolls in our two-year program as a 


junior in high school can have their first 
certificate done by August of the year they 
graduate,” he said. 

“Secondly, by going through the dual¬ 
credit program, the school district pays 
for all the classes, and the school district 
will reimburse the student for the ASE 
certifications that they pass.” 

About 90 percent of the work that’s 
done in the area dealerships and shops can 
be done with that first certificate. 

“They become a very marketable person 
right away,” he said. 

Brandy Williams is counting on that. 

With graduation in May, she has begun 
the process of job-hunting. 

“Right now, I do a little automotive 
work on the side, just because of my 
school schedule and my 7-year-old 
daughter Jazmine’s schedule,” she said. 

But now it’s time to start thinking in 
more permanent terms. 

“There aren’t many women in this field 
in East Texas,” she said. “I think there 
might be one at a shop here in Tyler and 
one in Longview. I know it might be 
hard to get work around here, but I’m 
determined. 

“I’ve got a really good education behind 
me and that’s a great start.” 
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Promise 2: Project 462 continued 

“We are in the process of re-establishing 
a Residence Hall Association,” Lane said, 
“and with a new student life fee that will 
begin in the fall, we will be able to bring 
many more programs such as events and 
concerts that were previously out of our 
financial reach. 

“Students will be amazed at the changes 
that are about to occur on this campus, 
and the Louise H. and Joseph Z. Ornelas 
Residential Complex will be a launching 
pad for a new era of campus life at TJC.” 

The College will begin accepting pay¬ 
ments for 2007-08 housing in the new 
residence hall immediately, Dr. Lane said. 

He also said there are plans to use the 
new hall to host conferences, elderhostels 
and other events for community organiza¬ 
tions. 

For more information about the Lou¬ 
ise H. and Joseph Z. Ornelas Residential 
Complex, contact Dr. Lane at 903-510- 
2261 oralan@tjc.edu. 

Promise 3: Incubator continued 

agency for geriatric patients after Exception¬ 
al Home Care was launched, but he served 
as the perfect business associate, too. 

The couple has managed to not only 
keep Exceptional Home Care viable, but 
add additional business ventures: Omega 
Home Health, an agency specializing in 
wound care; Exceptional Staffing, Inc., a 
healthcare recruiting company; and Whit- 
ton, Reed & Company, Inc., a construction 
firm specializing in remodeling projects 
for medically dependent home healthcare 
patients. They’re also planning a busi¬ 
ness to help medical offices with billing 
follow-up. 

“Exceptional Home Care has taken us a 
very long way,” said David. 

“They’ve done a fantastic job,” Proud- 
foot said. Both he and Tadasa accompa¬ 
nied the Tinsleys to the Seattle conference 
to watch them accept their national award. 



Deborah and David Tinsley pose with the National Business Incubator Association’s Incuba¬ 
tor Graduate Award for 2007, with TABI’s Tony Tadasa. 


They say seeing the business move out 
of the incubator into purchased office 
space in 2004 was bittersweet. 

“It’s a nice thing to have happen,” 
Tadasa said. “You like to see people stay, 
but after growing that much in a year and 
a half and taking almost 20 percent of my 
space, then I felt it was time to go on. 

“It’s the nature of an incubator, a suc¬ 
cessful one goes out and you have an 
empty space. For a while you don’t have 
full occupancy, but that’s fine. I’m just so 
glad when a business really takes off.” 

Exceptional Home Care has received 
requests to expand further and the Tinsleys 
are considering Arkansas and Louisiana. 

“When we finally did open up, we 
started with 47 counties,” Deborah said. 

“I had absolutely no intention of doing 
that many counties; I wanted to keep it all 
local, so I thought we would serve maybe 
8 or 10 counties. I kept getting phone calls 
from other areas. And, the counties we 
served had to be contiguous. So, in order 
to add counties, we might have to add 


other counties.” 

The business now has about 150 pediat¬ 
ric clients. 

“Every case is different; the nurses 
go out and evaluate what kind of care is 
needed, then come back and develop a 
plan of care that outlines how many hours 
of weekly care is needed. These nurses are 
doing shift work in the homes. Some are 
24-hour-a-day cases.” 

One 24-hour-a-day patient may require 
up to six nurses serving shift duty. 

The success of their business ventures 
hasn’t prevented the Tinsleys from staying 
in touch with their TJC contacts regularly. 

“It’s not only that we got such wonder¬ 
ful help from them, but we developed 
friendships. They haven’t forgotten about 
us just because we left the incubator. 

“I think when we moved out, we were 
very level. I don’t think Tony would have 
ever let us leave if he hadn’t felt pretty 
confident.” 
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From the President continued 

Dr. Edwin Fowler 

Accompanying Mildred Stringer’s 
Apache Belles on trips and performances 
as early as 1949 was the popular Apache 
Band, led by direc¬ 
tor Dr. Edwin Fowler. 
Under Fowler’s leader¬ 
ship, the Apache Band 
not only grew in size 
but became a neces¬ 
sary part of the Belles’ 
routines. It was under his tenure that the 
term “Band and Belles” came to be. 

The groups were complementary of one 
another and remain so today. Between 
1949 and 1963, the Belles and Band 
performed as half-time entertainment for 
the Cotton Bowl, Sugar Bowl and Dallas 
Cowboys’ home games, at the Texas State 
Fair, for a governor’s inauguration and at a 
host of other events, including the opening 
of the Houston Astrodome. 

Fike all of the individuals mentioned 
in this summary of TJC greats, Fowler 
was constantly on campus, mixing with 
students, talking with parents, recruiting, 
directing and advising. He also spent a fair 
amount of time in the TeePee, where he 
was a ping-pong whiz. 

His value as more than a band director 
soon became evident and he was called 
upon to assist in the registrar’s office and 
in the admissions office. 

We may have never had a better re¬ 
cruiter than Eddie Fowler. 

Fowler’s contagious enthusiasm and 
leadership skills endured him to students 
and employees and in 1967, he was named 
dean of men and student life. He later 
served as vice president and after retire¬ 
ment, as a consultant to TJC administra¬ 
tion. Eddie is another one of those special 
people who lights up a room with his 
enthusiasm and interest in people. We’re 
fortunate he dedicated so much of his be¬ 
ing to TJC. 


Emma Lou Prater 

Over the past two years, we have 
emphasized the Three Promises of Tyler 
Junior College in our marketing and even 
as a measurement of our efforts to prepare 
students for life beyond college. Promise 
Number One, of course, is a quality educa¬ 
tion and one delivered at an affordable 
price. Promise Two is where the Mildred 
Stringers, Dr. Edwin 
Fowlers and Emma 
Lou Praters play such a 
big role. Promise Num¬ 
ber Two is a vibrant 
student life. 

As cheerleader direc¬ 
tor and later director of student activities, 
Emma Lou was all about student life and 
she made sure it was vibrant! Getting 
students motivated and excited about life 
was never difficult for her. Students were 
attracted to her and instantly became part 
of her family. 

I think many of them remember her as 
much as any single experience they had 
in Apacheland. She instilled in students 
punctuality, spirit, respect for others and 
most of all, enthusiasm. 

Emma Lou retired in 1989, but in many 
ways you wouldn’t know it. Emma Lou 
continues to inspire those around her with 
her infectious smile and her unabashed 
honesty. She’s a model for accepting stu¬ 
dents’ differences while working to moti¬ 
vate and involve them in positive activities 
that ultimately improve their opportunity 
to succeed academically and socially. 

During her tenure, she made sure her 
student organizations were also involved 
in Promise Three: community service. 

As she said when she retired in 1989, she 
tried to impress on students that “it is fun 
when you give of yourself.” 

Wiley Jenkins 

A common thread among the faculty 
members we hear so passionately recalled 
is a genuine sense of caring. There is one 


thing I think you can say about students 
of any era, and that is that they need to 
feel their presence on a college campus 
is appreciated, that their aspirations, 

ideas, challenges and 
successes matter. Dr. 
Wiley Jenkins may 
have been one of many 
TJC history instructors 
essentially delivering 
the same content, but 
his genuine sense of interest in students’ 
success created connections to history that 
went beyond the lecture hall. Dr. Jenkins 
took grades seriously, especially when a 
student failed to meet what he knew to be 
the best of their abilities. 

Like many instructors of his era, he also 
made certain students understood their 
obligation to learn. One of his former stu¬ 
dents recalled recently that he would begin 
the semester by asking students to look 
around the room and picture a third of the 
class gone, representing those who would 
drop his course. Then, he would ask them 
to look around a second time and picture 
another third of the class gone — those 
who would not be passing by semester’s 
end. 

The analogy made a mark on that 
former student, who not only went on to 
make a good grade in his class, but who 
eventually recalled Dr. Jenkins as a source 
of inspiration for her entering the field to 
education herself. That former student is 
long-time TJC English instructor Noamie 
By rum. 

I consider those I have mentioned here 
to have been pioneers for TJC. They’re 
not the only examples of excellence — far 
from it. I believe we are the greatest two- 
year college in America because of the 
people we employ to inspire, care, lead 
and educate. 

The family of TJC is carrying on a great 
tradition, and it is one made possible by 
the role models who gave us the great 
reputation we enjoy today. 
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Our 

three promises 
since 1926. 






A quality education. 

The promise to deliver a quality college 
education to prepare students for transfer 
to higher-level colleges and universities 
was key to our creation. It’s a standard 
we’ve held high for 80 years. 

TJC students who transfer to complete 
a bachelor’s degree regularly outperform 
students who began their degree plan at 
an upper-level college. 


For enrollment information call 


A vibrant student life. 

Today we hold steadfast to the belief 
that student interaction - whether in 
athletics, performing groups, fraternal 
organizations or professional or academic 
groups - bonds students with their peers 
and thus to their scholastic endeavors. 

Everyone on campus is committed to 
increasing what is already a diverse and 
active student life at TJC. 


Community service. 

To take the maturation of students 
into whole, productive individuals a step 
further is to expect of them a realization of 
their place in society. 

TJC is proud that so many instructors, 
courses and academic programs require 
community service. And just as proud 
that our students volunteer to spend their 
time helping others. 


us toll-free at 1-800-687-5680 or check us out online at www.tjc.edu. 


TYLER JUNIOR COLLEGE 


¥ 


CHANGING LIVES 


TJC gives equal consideration to all applicants for admission, employment and participation in its programs and activities 
without regard to race, creed, color, national origin, gender, age, marital status, disability or veteran status. 


















Save the dates for these 


SEPTEMBER 28 

Campus Pep Rally 

Jenkins Lawn, Main Campus - Noon 




SEPTEMBER 29 

Pre-Game Homecoming Presentation 
Trinity Mother Frances Rose Stadium, 1:45 p.m. 


SEPTEMBER 28 SEPTEMBER 29 

Alumni Awards Dinner & Dance Apache vs. Blinn Football Game 

Apache Rooms, Rogers Student Center - 6 p.m. Trinity Mother Frances Rose Stadium, 3 p.m. 

S'; m ii a m K s &a ®1 i i s ill 1II II j■ 

SEPTEMBER 28 | gt , ^ . c SEPTEMBER 29 

Belle Gold Reception Apache Belles Diamond Gala 

Board Dining Room, Rogers Student Center - 8:30 p.m. Celebrating their 60th Anniversary 

Eagles Bluff Country Club - 8 p.m. 

SEPTEMBER 29 Ticket prices TBA 

Alumni Tailgate Party 

Trinity Mother Frances Rose Stadium 

12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
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